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2 Into the FORCE of the 


OBJECTION 
þ Made againſt the 
FRESURRECTION of CHRIST, Ke. 


E Enemies of Chtiſt and Chtiſtianity ſeem to 
8 CH Rats have been always ſenſible, that there could be no 
uch thing as juſtifying their - Infidelity, without de- 
dctroying the Credibility of the Sacred Writings in 
CATERER the Article of our Lord's ReſurreQion, their main 
9 ength' therefore has been pointed this way, and alt Endea- 


Str 
ours have been us'd to invalidate the Evidence on which our 
Faith is built: One while we are called upon to clear the A- 
poſtles from the Charge of being Deceivers and Impoſtots; at 
another, we are required to ſhew that they wete not Entha- 
f ſiaſts, firſt impoſing upon themſelves, and then deceiving others; 
and when the Arguments in defence of their Character ſeem 
too ſtrong to be confuted, they artfully ſhift the Queſtion, aud 
leaving the Witneſſes, for the preſent, in poſſeſſion of their Cha- 
racter, ſet themſelves to quibble and cavil upon the Subject - mat- 
Fer of their Teſtimony; 1 ſay quibble and cavil, becauſe, I think, 
ue nothing has been offer'd againſt the literal Story, as we 
we it, that, either for the —_— ot mannet in which 1 

2 


=” 


2 2 8 *. ax we 
4% A. Erquiry into the Force of the Objeftion 
r a better Name. If indeed that Enligbtened . 
RF enius, who of late has undertaken to ſhew that the Goſpel 
1 Narrative of the Reſuttection contains the moſt downright 
Abſurdities, Tore and IJucreuibilitiet, could make goud Þ 
his "Charge, this would effeQually deſtroy the whole Credit of 
the Hiſtory : For it is certain, that if the Teſtimony: of the A- 
poſties, as to us, is big with thoſe many Abſurdities, 
Which this Author ſays it is, the Character of the Witneſſes, be 
it what it will, can be no good reaſon for our believing their 
Report, ſince their Teſtimony confutes it ſelf. How he has 
ſucceeded in his Deſign muſt be left to the Reader's Judgment! 
when he err is advanc'd on the other ſile. 
he Su ce of his reaſoning lies in a narrow compaſs, 
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and reſts entirely upon one ſingle Circumſtance, confeſſed bß 
the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, and univerſally acknowledged by 3 
Chriſtians in all Ages, and which he thinks, and undertakes to 
prove, ſufficient to deſtroy the Credit of the Reſurrection: The 
Circomitance inſiſted on is this, It is ſaid jthat God raiſed up 3 
Chriſt from the dead the third day, and, when he had ſo done, 
fſhewed bim not to ail the People, but to certain Perſons before 
| choſen and fixed on for Witneſſes, as St. Peter declares in the Wt 
tenth of the ht. £2 1 
Here then the Queſtion is ask d, Why to Choſen Witneſſes? 
« Why did not he appear publickly in Jeruſalem, and make # 
* himielf known to the Chief - Prieſts and Rulers, and to all ti 7 
People of that City at Jeaſt? The more ſtiff and obſtinate they | 
« were, the more reaſon there was to remove all Suſpicions, 
Hie had it in his Power, and why was not it done? If things 
44 had been thus conducted, all Men would have believed in him, 
* the Fews would have been convinced, and have received: 
-< him accordingly ; and all the Nations upon Earth, as far as 
. the Story went, would, without diſpute, have aſſented to 
„ the truth of ſo notorious a Fact: The Fears of Mankind 7 
„ would, in this cafe, have operated ſtrongly in conjunction 
« with their Convictions, and his Authority would have been 
every. where ſubmitted to, out of fear that an obſtinate refu- -—· 
4 a] might draw down the ju ts of Heaven on the Head 
« of — — Thus the — World _ al 
1 <« have ſpeedily accomplifhed, and all the Purpoſes of His 
ö < Miſſion effectually anſwered, without any Poſſibility of 2 
} « Failure: Certainly if God had ſent him, as he pretended, if he 
„was really dead and raiſed again, as we are told he was, we 
* ſhould have had ſtronger Evidence of it; for God could never 
« ſend a Prophet, His own Son, into the World, to inſtruct and 
4% reform Mankind, without intending they ſhould 2 $12 
4 | and 


made again the Reſutrection of Chriſt, Ge. 3 
aud be reformed by him, and therefore ſince the proper mea” 
+ ſures, to render ſuch a deſigu effectual, were not taken, this is 


ht + a direct proof that God never ſent him.” 
o This is the Odjection (a] in its full force; and becauſe it is 
t of Founded on a circumſtance in the literal Account, as publiſ'd 
> A- y the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, we mutt enquire whether there 
ties, Ire not ſuch other circumſtances related by them, as, if duly 

be Neigt'd and compared together, may help us to a Solution of 


oe difficulty ; and by letting us, in part at leaſt, into the reaſon 
has pf the Divine Conduct, give full ſatisfaction upon this Queſtion, 
Why things were order d in the way here objected to, and not 

a that other way propoſed in the Objection. | | 
proſecution of this — I have carefully review'd the 
after the ſtricteſt Scrutiny, am fo 


43 ment aud Underſtanding, makes it natural for every one to 
magine, that what convinceth him, may have the ſame effect upon 
=Dthers ; and I frankly own, it was the proſpect of This which firſt 


les? gempted me to publiſh theſe my Obſervations : If, thro' the weak- 
nake eſs of my reaſoning, Iamdiſappointed in my expectation, I hope ic 
I th: vill be ſome excuſe for my troubling the Public with my thopghts, 
they I meant well: As for my Arguments, I crave no er 
ons. them, let them be ſiſted to the bottom; if they will not 
ings | nd the teſt,” I ſhall think my ſelf oblig'd to any one that will 
him, me my miſtake, and 1 promiſe cooly and candidly to exa- 


mine any counter- proof, that can be produc'd to thew the in- 
In the mean time 1 aſſert and maintain theſe 
„which I think I can prove beyond all exception. 


Fince any ſober unprejudiced perſon. 
"4 „That this being ſo, neither the Fews then had, nor 
ae now have, any right or reaſon to deſire inore. 2 
= Thirdly, That ſuppoſing mare could and had been given, the 
s Jews would, notwithſtanding, have either aſted juſt the-ſame 

pz — ms hab elſe, if 1 received Feſus as the Meſſiah, 
| ve reeably to their own notions and expecta- 
ions about that Perle 


„ 


1 @ See > we and a . 00 ar'd wi | 35. in Mr, W.'s 
ch Dilek 24, And 25. compar'd with pag. 35 
| hoearthly, 


Matter of ſuch 2 for the 


to the Preſs, even after having 


6 An Enguiry into the Force f the Obje#ion | 
 Fearchly, Let the Jews have behaved themſelves how: the 


would, if our Saviour had ſhewn himſelf ſo publicly, at it's ſai 


he ought, the reſt of the World would and muſt have had: full as 

many, if not more and greater Difficulties and ObjeQions againſt 
Chriſtianity, than they had or have, as things were red. 
Nov if this can be made out, the ObjeQion is fully anſwer'd; 
becauſe we hereby ſhew that, according to the Law of reaſon, Our 
Saviour onght not to have appear'd to the Chief Prieſts and Rulers 
and the People of Feraſalem. And therefore by Mr. M volſtos s owh 
confeſſion, there is no Force or Truth in the Argument he 
makes uſe of to prove a Fraud in the ReſurreQion.— This Sub- 


ject I am now upon, has been admitably well handled in a ſmall 


Pamphlet lately publiſh'd, * which is ſuch an excellent Perform- 
ance, and fo full a Confutation of Mr. V., that I ſhould rea- 


dily confeſs it to be quite needleſs, for any one elſe to write up. 


Advantage, in 4 
Argument to be 
handled by different Perſons, if it be only for the fake of ſetting | 
it in a different Light; this Conſideration makes me venture 


on the Argument, but 1 
898 


Pamphlet: And tho* Inever ſaw or heard of it *till this Piece of 
mine was near finiſhed, yet I pretend to nothing more than to 
be a Second to that Ingenious Gentleman in the preſent Con- 
troverſy, and in this Character I proceed upon the Plan propos'd. 


Hirſi then I aſſert, That the Evidence of Chriſt's Refürrection, 


with reſpect to the Number of the Witneſſes, was fully ſufficient 
to convince any ſober unprejudiced Perſon. I ſay the Number 
of the Witneſſes, becauſe this is the only point now to be con- 
fidered ; it's therefore needleſs to enlarge upon the other particu- 5 


lars of the Evidence, which have been ſo often and fully diſcuſs d; 


the Number of the Witneſſes is the Subject of the preſent De- 


bate, and the Evidence being charg'd as faulty and defeQive in og, 


this Article, which alone is thought ſufficient to overturn the Credit wy 
of the Whole, let us enquire how juſt the charge is againſt the E- & 

vidence as it was, and how reaſonablethe demand in the Objection. . 
The Gentlemen on that fide of the Queſtion are of Opinion, that 
Chriſt ought to have ſhewn himſelf to all the People ;this is main. 
tain'd both by Celſus and Olibio, in the paſſages referr'd to by | 


Mr. V. p. 24. But why to all the People? The reaſon to be ſure | 


is, becauſe it is fancy'd that by this means the Evidence would | 
have been taken off from the tottering foundation of Teſtimo- 
ny, and fixed upon a ſurer Bottom; «if the whole Nation, or 
« at leaſt the whole City of Feruſalem, had been eye-witneſles of | 


=" Entitled, An Impartial Examination, and full Confutation of the | | 


Argument brought by Mr; Woolfton's Rabbi & c. the 


d the abovetnention'd iT; 


made again the ReforreQon of Chriſt, Ge. 7 


« the Reſurrection, the Nature of the Proof would have been 
alter d much to its advan! becauſe in this caſe the whole 
© People would have believ'd upon their own knowledge, and 
. have. had the evidence of their Senſes for the truth of the - 
Fa.” Thus then they ſay it ſhould have been, and refuſe 
>. believe it becauſe it was not thus; whereas in truth, tho? 
bey had been of Council with the Almighty, and things had 
deen order'd as they propoſe, the greater part of the People 
uſt have believ'd-upon Teſtimony, if they had believ'd- at all, 
or it was impoſſible for the Majority to have had ſenſitive evidence. 
Toclear this matter a little, let us ſuppoſe a Criminal executed 
ere in Londbs, and the Circumſtances of the Execution ſimilar to 
ur Lord's at Jeraſalem. In the firſt place, all the Town runs out 
o ſee it, and the greater the throng and crowd, the more it makes 
Dr mes let us conſider the noiſe and uproar, the tumult and con- 
aſfion there is among the People, upon ſuch an occaſion, how 


be . - o . ö 
de i are ſtriving, and prefling, and joſtling, to get a ſight of the 
a. Jan that 1 25 ſuffer, how many of them never ſee him at all, 


ow few of them have more than a ſlight tranſient glance of 


n'd r „and that none of them can ſee and obſerve him ſo exactly 
or Þ they might, if they would be all N 
tO Mobb never was, or will be;) add to this, that the Criminal, 
on- Taſtead of being rais d up above the People, walks on foot to the 
$'d. Jace of Execution, and, part of the way, carrys upon his Back 
on, We Croſs he is to ſuffer on, with the weight of which he is 0- 
ent S&rloaded, and almoſt bent double, *till at laſt being quite ſpent, 


fi N e to carry it any farther, a man coming by is laid hold, 
15 


on- orc'd to carty it for him; here now is a Circumſtance 
cu- at would certainly lead great numbers into a Miſtake about the 
'd; Mon ; for it being cuſtomary, that all ſuch as are condemu d to 
De- crucify'd ſhould carry their Croſs themſelves, and this very: 
* iN n having done it part of the way, it is natural for all thoſe 


ho did not ſee the burthen ſhifted, to fancy him the Malefac- 


E- whom they ſee carrying the Croſs, and conſequently to fix 
On. aff their Attention on the imaginary, inſtead of the real, Criminal. 
— hen they come to the place of xecution, then begins a new 


ſtle, every one ſtriving and ſtrugling to get the molt comma- 


_ Dy pus place he can, and this again, of courſe, takes off their re- 
lure rd from the Priſoner : At length the poor Creature is faſten'd 
uld che Croſs, with Nails driven thro* the Palms of his Hands, 
mo- aid both his Feet; and now indeed he hangs expos'd in the full 
„or u of ſuch as are within a proper diſtance, and, ſuppoſing 
Sof Face not cover'd, many, who ſaw him not as they came 
be ng, have a fight of him now; but ſuch is his Anguiſh and A- 


y, and every feature and muſcle of his Face is ſo diſtortgd 
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8 A Enquiry into the Force of the Objeniam 
with it, that if ary of his moſt intimate Acquaintance were to 
paſs by accidetitally, without knowing amy thing of the mat- 
ter, they could not tell by his Countenarice who it was: How 
then ſhould the bulk of the ordinary SpeQators, in the circum. 
ſtances I have deſcrib'd, be able to carry away with them a di- 
ſtinct Idea of his Perſon? It's eaſy to apply this Account to out 
Saviour, whoſe caſe was exactly the ſame, bating that he was 
no Criminal, tho” treated like one of the greateſt. . 

Now ſuppoſe he had appear'd publickly in Jeraſalem after 
his Reſurrection, and ſhewn Himſelf to all forts of Perſons, 
withour diſtinction, yer ſtill the matter muſt have reſted- upon 
Teſtimony, with reſpe& to the far greater part, and I am ſure? 
that I ſpeak withit compaBs, when J fay that nineteen in twenty, 
of thoſe to whom he appeat'd, muſt have taken it upon the 
word of others, that chis Perſon who ſhew'd himſelf to them, 
and eall'd himſelf Jeſut, und ſaid he was riſen from the dead 
was the true Jeſus, who was condemm'd to die for ſich and 
ſach reaſons, and, in conſequence of this Sentence, was at fuch 
a time led out to execution, and put to death. 9 
Nay, ſuppoſe, if you will, that before his death, he had ſum 
mon'd or invited his Judge, his Profecators; and all the Peo. 
ple in general, to come and fee him in his Grave, and then and 
there be witneſſes to his Reſurrection, at à certain Time 1 
pointed; that hereupbn, they had all appear'd at the Sepulchz 
and been admitted, man by man, to go in and view the Body be. 
fofe its Reſurrection, and be aſſured it was really there, and 
really dead; this would have been carrying things as far as pol# 
fible, but yet let the former circumſtances be remember'd, an- 
what would all this have prov'd ? They would indeed hav 
been 17 of a Reſurtection, but as to the Neſutrec 
tion of Feſws, that was a Fact which the far greater part mu 
have taken upon Teſtimony, becauſe could not be fare 
upon their own knowledge, that it was He, that this Perſo! It 
whom they ſaw dead, and rais'd to life again, was the felt "if 
ſame who hung and expit'd upon the Crofs. & Tg 7 

I ſhall not ſtay to enquire, in this place, whether the Evidence f 

opos'd to the Gemile World, would in the main have ben p 

en'd or i d by ſuch proceeding, but I can't help ob g 
ſerving, that if this method, which | dare fay the ObyeRors will a 
ſaſten upon as moſt unexceptionadle, had been reatly follow'n 7 
* would have taken more time, by a great deal, to give erb 
fy Min ſatisfacton in this. manner, than was allow'd, 4 f 
erding to prophecy, for our Saviour to be in the Grave; Au v 
Mr. himſelf owns, it would have been Fre oo r for him te 
hive ſtay'd there longer than was fo al ; He confeſſe th 
| i | p. 1894 


+1 
3 


made aguinſt the Reſurrection of Chriſt, &c. 9 
e to p. 15. that if the Fews bad not attended at the Sepulchre at the 
= time appointed, but had been for confining him to the Grave lon- 
10 
um. 
a 0. 


rection, without their preſence, had been excuſable and juſtifiable ; 
and if ſo, 1 am ſure he muſt acknowledge it to be every whit 


ger than was meet, according ta prophecy, that then bis Reſur- 


out as excuſable and-juſtifiable, to refuſe to gratify their curioſity in 


waz ſuch a way and manner, as muſt neceſſarily have ſo confin d 
| him: but this only by the bye. | I. the: = 
after It's plain, I think, from what has been offer'd, that let the af- 
ſons, fair have been managed how it would, there was no other. wa 
to prove the Truth of the fact, to the greater part even of the 
ate = Few: themſelves, but by Teſtimony; it was impoſſible to alter 
the Nature of the Evidence; it reſts upon Teſtimony now, and 
muſt have done ſo then; and if ſo, how unreaſonable is it to 
demand ſuch a degree of evidence as could not poſſibly be had, 
dead, and then deny the Fact for want of it? But this is a glaring 
and Inſtance how far a ſpirit af oppoſition and contradiction may 
ſuch carry Men. $A or 
it remains now, fince I have prov'd that the Fews themſelves, 
ſum. as well as the reſt of the World, muſt have recurr'd to Teſtimony, 
peo. and there was no helping it, that we enquirewhat Teſtimony there 
1 and was, what Number of Witneſſes, and whether there was any oc- 
e 2p- caſion for an Increaſe of their Numbers to make their Teſtimony 
chez unexceptionable. + As to the firſt, we learn from the Scripture 
y be. Account, that their numbers rofe to ſome hundreds; St. Paal 


enty,} 
the 
hem, 


ane tells us, in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, that Our Lord 
; poll was ſeen of above five hundred Brethren at once; to the greater 
„ an part of whom he . as then alive, at the time of his wri- 

han ting that Epiſtle. And as to the other, five hundred Credible 
arrec 


itneſſes are certainly as good as five hundred times the num- 
ber. I ſay Credible Witnefles, becauſe their Character is not the 
fare thing now excepted to, and if we ſuppoſe them good men and 
effot true, it's a flat contradiction to ſuppoſe them ſtanding out ob- 
e ſelf ſtinately in a known falſhood; but if we ſuppoſe them bad, it 
| il be every whit as difficult to diſcredit their Teſtimony, con- 
dene ſidering the circumſtances with which it was attended; for ſup- 


der poſe them as bad as we pleafe (the worſe they were the ſtron- 
p ob ger the + ere it's abſolutely inconceivable, that five hundred 
's wi abandon'd profligate Wretches ſhould perſiſt in — a down» 
ow right lye, in ſpite of the ſevereſt tortures even to eath, and 
e ert be ſo cloſely cemented, as that not any one of them ſhould fall off 
4, 2 from the reſt and retract his evidence, and that too, at a time, 
; A when the People in power would have given any thing to de- 
him tec the fraud, and they themſelves could hope for nothing in 
nfeſſe the world by maintaining it. In * ciroumſtances, ſuch 1 — 


7 


— 


W 


— —— 


— . 
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: x Now ben the Evidence of a Fact is thus glaring, when 
| OL Ital 


4 the Apoltles preferably to all others, looks as 
* triv'dthe Cheat, and huddled up Matters among themlelves.” --- 3 


- meſſes, i. e. the 
mY 


10 Ax Enpuiey into the Force of the Objettion. 
bers are an ęffectual Bar againſt. any Plot to impoſe a Falſhood 


upon the World, and as effectually wipe off all Suſpicion of 
the Witneſles being impos d on themſelves, in a Matter of Fa& 
that was the Obje& of their Senſes: For, to uſe the Words of 
the ingenious Author above-mentioned, (a) Let any Man at- 
tempt to ſpew any. poſſible Method by which five bundred, or | 
owe hundred gp may either be impos'd on themſelves ,. or 

combine to impoſe on others, (in ſuch a Caſe as this) and it 


well 1 to. ſhew the ſame. to be poſſible in any given Num- 
r. 


7 


5 of Certainty riſes to ſo high a pitch, there can be 
no.occaſion for any AMiion to it; ſuch Proof is ſufficient to 
ves any reaſonsble Man. er 2 
| how re is a good deal of Streſs laid upon that Expreſſion 
of St. Peter s, that Ghriſt was ſhewn to choſen eden od, this is 
th ht a ſuſpicious Circumſtance; * the picking and culling of | 

itneſſes is ſaid to have a fraudplent Aſpect, 97 the chooſing 
if bey had con- 


. 


dncern'd in it, as he muſt have been, he would never have told 
this ſuſpicious ne himſelf : Impoſtors are us'd to be 
more upon their Guard, but'Honelty has no Suſpicions, and this 
N a plain Inſtance of chin was under no Apprehenſion that his 


toner if thete had been any Cheat, and St. Peter had been 


learers would miſtake him, or turn what he ſaid to his Diſad- 
vantage, he therefore told the whole Truth, without any colour- | 
ing or curtailing, with all that Openneſs and Freedom, which 
Innocence and a Ju Cauſe are wont to inſpire. And in truth, 
it was eaſy to diſcover in what Senſe he Called bimfelf and his * 
Brethren in the Apoſtleſhip, the choſen Witneſſes of the Reſur- 
rection: he does not ſay Our Lord was ſhewn to none but them, 
this would not have been Fact; they indeed were favour'd with 
more frequent Viſits from him than any others, during the time 
* was upon Earth, betwixt his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion; 
lany ſaw him, but They convers'd with him, heard him talk, 
handled him with their Hands, ate and drank with him, and had 
the fulleſt and ſtrongeſt Convictions that he was really riſen ; and 
it was but fit 1 ſhould, conſidering they were the choſex Mit- 
e Perſons pitch'd upon and ſingled out to go thro! | 
be World, and perſwade Men every where, to embrace the Re- 
ligion of Jeſus, upon the Credit of his Reſurrection; it lay eſpe- 
cially upon them to report and teſtify this Fact, it was made their | 
F — CD — — 
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| oſinefs in particular, and accorditigly we find them jaſifting on it 
: l come. Nor e e 
of ſen rather than any others; they had been longeſt converſant with 
at. Our Saviour, his moſt intimate and familiar Acquaintance, con- 
= | —_— attending upon him, and therefore the moſt proper | iel. 
2 ſes; for no· dody could imagine that they were deeeiv'd or impos 
** on by a falſe Appearance, becauſe they Kor thoroughty, and 
—— could not he miſtaken in the Perſon: Now, is it at all ſurpritin 
on that ſuch Men ſhonld' be choſen and deftjned'ro this puhltic Ofic 


8 and in conſequence of ſuch an Appointrhent, have the cleareſt Des 
monſtration afforded them of the Truth they were to teftify? T9 


©. ® complain that ſuch Witneſſes were choſen ro the Fat, is to eom- 
on | plain that the reſt Perſons were choſen and we com- 
< is OY Plain becauſe the ſame ſtrong perſonal Evidence was not affhrd- 


of ed to all equally and alike, we complain becauſe tat was not 
ne done which was really impractieaple. n 
It will ſtin be pleaded in the preſent cafe, That Chrift's Reſur- 


reQion was an extraordinary Fact, of great Injpotrayce, .mych 


cen , 
# depended on it, no lefs than the Reception of a new Revefatior 
_ 9 1 Scheme of Religion, which concerned the Happinefs 
thi Mankind in this World and the next, aud therefore all 'poffible 
his Fricence ſhould have been given? If ſhch/ a degree of Proof as 
1 4 is demanded in the Objection could not be had, yer,” when 
the moſt valuable Interetts of Mankind were ftak d on the Be- 
tack lief of this Fact, ſome way or other ſhontd haye been contriv's 
at (and to be ſure Almighty Power could have contriv'd ſome way 
12> do make the Evidence {6 ſtrong, in point of Nambets wit 
r is to the Fact, as to convince at}, whether they would or no; 
ur- whereas it's undeniabte that a great part of Mankind were not 
vin *% convinc'd by it, and therefore, ſo far at leaft as thefe Perfans 


pere concern'd, it was realty and actuaſiy ieee 

me Now in anfwer to this, I aſſert, Thar if the Evidence of or 
alk = Lord's Reſurrection was and is ſyfficient, with reſpect to the 
a = Circumftance in Debate, 1 mean the Number of the Witneſles; 


had ff it was fach as would convince any fober Enquiter, laying all 
ane Prejudice afide, and impartialſy arrendin to it (adiel, after 
be what hay been faid, I ſhat! now take for gramed) then, however 
Re. eien ie might be, ar is, in the Fefe in which the 

p © iuſuſficient is herg apply'd, i. e, tho? ir fhowld be allow'd that a 
oo great part of Mankind then did, and ſti do dectate themſeſves 


unſatjsfy'd, and really were and are fo, becauſe there was pot a 
eater Number of Witneſſes to confirm the Fa, yer this is 
from being a juſt Obje&ion againſt the Tryth of jt, and 
maintain, that, the —— of the Evidence being whe 
2 eit 
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neither the Fews- then had, nor we now have, any Right or 
Reaſon Pp inſiſt upon more; which is the Second Thing to be 
confider'd. c. ** 


II. For, open what muſt this Right be founded * It certainly | 
iſe, if from any thing, from a real Defect in the 


malt take its 
Nature of the Evidence. Here's a Fact reported; I refuſe to be- 
lieve it; Why? If I a& reaſonably, it muſt be becauſe the Proof 
is defective; but this is not the Caſe; it is not argued that there 
are not Witneſſes enough to convince a ſober impartial Inquirer, 
it's only objected that there were not more, and that for want of 
it, there were and are. ſome Perſons not convinc'd, and there- 


of oy 


for it. It's to no pu 


partially examine the Evidence that's before them? This is what 
every Man has in his Power, and if they will not uſe the Power 


fore, with-teſpe& to theſe, the Evidence given is 1n/afficient. ---- ou 
Be it ſo; but what makes it thus? Where does the Fault lye * ah 
In the Fvidence, or in them? If in them, they are to account 
ſe to urge their Prejudices, that they are 
under the Influence of ſtrong Paſſions and Prepoſſeſſions which 
incline them to the other Side; for the Queſtion is, Whether 
their Prejudices are reaſonable? If not, why don't they uſe 

their Reaſon as they ought, in order to get the better of them, 
ſo as to leave themſelves at liberty fairly to attend to, and im- 


God has given them, to their own Advantage, they muſt thank all 


themſelves only for the Miſchief that enſues. 


When a Matter of Fact is ſo reported and prov'd, as to ba 


leave no toom for any reaſonable Doubt or Heſitation about 


the Truth of it, if I am ſo unreaſonable as to doubt of it 1 


for all this; Can it be thought that my acting unreaſonably 
can ever give me a Title to further Satisfaction? Can any thin 


be more extravagant than ſuch a Claim as this, which is found- 

ed on nothing but the moſt wilful Obſtinacy? If a Man's Stiff- 
neſs and Obſtinacy, or in other Words, his neglecting to uſe A 
thoſe Powers, and emplay thoſe Faculties and Means which 


God has given him for the Diſcovery of the Truth, is a Reaſon 


why he ſhould expect to be extraordinarily favour'd and indulged, mai 


then of courſe the Reaſonableneſs of ſuch ExpeQation mult riſe 
aud increaſe in proportion to his Obſtinacy and Negligence, and 
the more obſtinate and negligent he is, the better Right he has to 
be 1 diſtinguiſh'd. | 

But then the Difficulty is, where to ſtop: When ſhall we ſay 


there is Evidence enough? If this is allow'd, there can be no 


end to ſuch Pretenſions. For ſuppoſe God had humour'd the 


Jeu then, and were to humour Mankind now, in all the De- 


mands, however unreaſonable, that Freak, and Fancy, and Pre- 
| OM TE / judice 
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dice could invent and inſiſt on, What would be the Conſe- 
ence? Is it not probable they would indulge their Curioſity 
> the utmoſt, and, if for nothing elſe but to gratify a Paſſion 
> natural to the human Mind, as ſoon as one Miracle is over 
ſiſt upon another, and a greater, and, if that ſhould not be 
anted, declare all paſt ones inſufficient, and not worth regard= 
go And thus Miracles muſt become as common as any other 
ent, and when ſo, would be as little attended to; and then 
me other Method of Proof muſt be invented, to convince 
h as are not to be affected by any thing but what is unuſual 
d extraordinary, and thus on 1 infinitum. | 
We are told in the 12th Chapter of St. Mazthew, of a mira- 
ous Cure that our Lord performed on the Perſon of a Man 
„and dumb, publicly, in the Preſence of the People, at 
ich they were eee and immediately expreſsd 
ir Surprize, and their preſent Opinion of him, by crying out, 
or this the Son of David? But how did the Scribes and Pha- 
Nees behave upon it? They could not doubt the Miracle, they 
een it wrought before their Eyes, but they impute it to a 
wer derived to him from ſome Evil Spirit : To. remove this 
picion, they demand a Sg from him, i. e. ſome other mi- 
ulous Inttance of his Power; And what if they had been 
ply'd with? Is it probable they would have believed on 
am? Was it not as eaſy to impute the latter Miracle to an 
il Spirit, as the former? Again; When Our Saviour was 
ging upon the Croſs, they call out to him, Come down now 
: the Croſs and we will believe on thee; ſuppoſe he had, 
Huld they have made good their Promiſe? I doubt it much: 
Mey might perhaps have been amaz'd, and ſtruck dumb for the 
ent with Wonder and Aſtoniſhment, but that would ſoon 
e. worn off, and then they ag have recurr'd to the ſame 
Evaſion as before, and given Beelzebub the Reputation of this, 
ell as of other Inſtances, wherein the Divine Power o 
rated to bear Teſtimony to the Miſſion of Jeſus. In ſhort, if 
i Evidence of a Fact be plain and diſtinct, and I refuſe to ad- 
Me it, for no other Reaſon but becauſe it is not plainer, there is 
ſtopping; and ſuch Conduct is very ridiculous and abſurd; 
ething beneath a Man; it's behaving our ſelves with the 
wardneſs of Children, who throw away all you give them 
a Pet, becauſe you will not humour them in ſome thing 
which they have a mind to. It's little to the purpoſe, in the 
lent Caſe, to talk of convincing People whether they will or 
for it's one thing to convince a-Man of the Truth of a Fact, 
Propoſition, and quite another, to engage him to act in con- 
mity to ſuch Conviction ; but more of this hereafter. * 
III. 
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III. I come now in the Third Place to ſhew, That provide 
Our Saviour had appeared publicly in Jeraſalem to all ſorts ( 
Perſons, and that ſuch a w would have confirm'd and 
ſtrengthen d the Evidence of his ReſurreQion, to the Fews, yl 
ſtill the Leading Men among them, the Scribes and Phariſeel 
the Chief-Prieſts and Rulers, and their numerous ant 
would not, in all Probability, have been at all more inclin'd 1 
embrace true ine Chriſtianity, upon the real Plan of it, bi 
have either acted juſt the ſame Part they did, or elſe, if they, au 
the reſt of the People had received Jeſus as the Meſſiah, it woul 
have been in'ſuch a way as was —_ to their Notions a 
Expectations about that Perſon. And if this can be prov'd, hel 
is a plain Account given, why Our Saviour did not appear th 
publicly, becauſe it would either have anſwer'd no Purpoſe il 
all, or a quite contrary one to what was his Deſign in comin 
into the World. 1 
If we look into the Goſpel Hiſtory, we ſhall find reaſon ll 
think, that the Leading Men among the Fews really did belief 
the Fact of Chriſt's Reſurrection, upon the Evidence as it wu 
And what could any Evidence have done more, than engl 
them to believe it? And if they ſtill perſiſted, after all, in 1 
obſtinate Refuſal to receive him, if they continued to rej ect hin vi 
notwithſtanding their Belief of this ſurprizing Event, is it u 
bable they would have done the ſame, let the Evidence hy 
what it would? | „ AE M8 
But let us proceed to examine their Conduct, according to 
Aceount we have of it in the Goſpel Hiſtory, and the A 0 
the Apoſtles, immediately after the thing happen'd, while it wi 
— 0 every one's Memory, and the Story in every Man 
outh. 
Only firſt obſevre what'St. Matthew tells us; with reſpect 
the Care and Caution that they us'd to prevent all Poſſibility N 
Triek and 1 e, and it is much to the Advantage oft 
Chriſtian Cauſe that they did ſo: They remember d ub fel 
ſaid while He was yet alive, that after three Days be wonld r 
again; this they thought fair Warning, and therefore they co 
to Pilate, and defire bas the Sepulchre may be made ſure ui 
the third Day, left his mw ould come by" Night, and i" 
bim away, and ſay umto the People he was riſen, aud thus the i” 
Frick, or Impoſlure, ſhould be of worſe Confequencethan the ji 
for ſo they were pleas'd to call Our Saviour's former Claim 
a Divine Authority, and all the Miracles he wronght in cont 
_— — How does the — 4 — upon this ? Wl 
atch, ſay vonr way, and make is as ſure as you i 
What followed «4 | „s * | 
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Then the appointed time came for our Lord, according to 
own Prophecy, to triumph over Death and the Grave, Be- 
| there was a great Earthquake, and the Angel of the Lord de- 
ded from Heaven, and came and rolled back the Stone from the 
r of the ſepulchre, and ſat upon it; His countenance was like 
ning, and his raiment white as ſnow, and for fear of bim 
Keepers did ſhake, and became as dead men. As as they 
recovered themſelves a little, fame of them went into the 
y, and ſbewed anto the Chief Prieſts all the things that were 
„ All that they bad ſeen and felt, the Earthquake, the Angel, 
their own fear and ſurpriſe. Upon this an Aſſembly is im- 
4 he Miiately called, Aud when they bad taken counſel, they gave 
r thine money to the ſonldiers, 72 ſay ye, his Diſciples came 

zoſe : and flole bim away while we „ aud if this come to the 


1 
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omi crnor'f cars, we will penſuade him, and ſecure you; ſo they 

ae money, and did as they were tanght, and t 192 2 
ſon Wh rovly reported among the Fews until this day. Here is the 
delie ed Story without Art or Colouring, and one need = read 
t wi ver, plainly to diſcover what the chief Prieſts and Rulers 


iy thought, when this Account was brought them. How- 
bor the further yan upon I ſhall make ſome Obſer- 


Mons which naturally ariſe upon the peruſal of it. | 
Fit be asked how St. Mathew came by this Story, I anſwer 
I cannot poſitively tell; but I think it's highly probable that 


r. Soldiers diſcovered it themſelves; no doubt their Comrades 
to n Acqua intance thought them mad, when they heard them 
14; aly confeſſing ſuch a thing as this, the owning of which 
it wi 


2 much as cheir Lives were worth, and therefore immedi- 
Mar asked them what they meant by it, and adviſed them ta 
WE their Tongues, and not expoſe themſelves to ſach immi- 
dec danger; upon this, not caring to lye under the imputation 
ility Wh ding eithet Fools or Madmen, they whiſpered their Com - 
of t ons in the ear, that they knew very well what they were do- 
„ Tel that to be ſure they would not have told ſuch a thing of 
al4 rn (elves if it had been true; but the Chief Prieſts had ſet them 
con Vork, and not only promiſed to bear them harmleſs, but 
== given them a good ſum of money into the bargain: And 
I troly believe the Story got vent, and was told about 
none. $9 another, till at laſt it was in too many hands to 

a ſecret. 
St. Matthew indeed is filent as to one Article, whether the 
Idiers faw Our Lord himſelf or not, and therefore we can 
nounce nothing certain about it, though it's very likely they 
bat the Earthquake, and the appearance of the Angel, which 
Needed his coming out of the Sepulchre, had fo frighted = 


i there had, the Plot muſt have been diſcovered, and all broja 
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aſtoniſhed them, that they were not capable of taking notice an; 
obſerving, ſo as to remember, and give an Account of why 
paſſed immediately upon it, while they were in that condition 
however as it was, they witneſſed to enough to make the Jeu 
or any one elſe believe the fact: When they were a little 1 
eovered out of their fright, they certainly looked into the Sepuli 
chre, and ſaw the Body was gone: Here then is ſomething v 
ry extraordinary, the Earth quaked, the Angel deſcended,” rolle 
away the Stone, and fat upon it, and preſently after the Body 
miſſing. Now could any man, in his wits, believe that all t 
happened, that the Divine Power had thus ſenſibly interpoſeſ/ 
that God had moved Heaven and Earth, only to ſcare thi 
Watch, and give the Diſciples an opportunity to ſteal away the 
Maſter, and cheat the World ! No man could believe this, aa 
certainly the Jeu did not believe it: It's plain what the 
thought, they thought the true Story not fit to be told, and ther 
fore they bribe them to tell another of their mak ing, ile wil 
Hept His Diſciples came by night and ſtole him away. ' Was thai 
ever ſach a poor evaſion, ſuch an ill-contrived Story? x 
Here is a Watch ſet to guard the Sepulchre, to watch again 
any fraud or deceit, and in the very nick of time, in the critia 
minute, they every man of them fall aſleep; it is ſomethin 
ſtrange that not ene ſhould be awake to obſerve what paſt, au 


| 


and diſconcerted; and ſtil! ſtranger, that being all afleep, ty 
ſhould be able to give ſo particular an Account who ſtole aw 
But, to take the moſt favorable interpretation the words will 
bear; if we ſay the meaning is, that the Soldiers fell afleep, thi 
when they awaked they found the Body gone, and therefo 
ſuppoſed His Diſciples had ſtole it, becauſe no body elſe wou 
have given themſelves that trouble; if this be the meaning ( 
it, yet till the ſtory betrays itſelf, and one cannot help findin "WM 
out the truth, v/z. that they were heartily bribed, and promiſt 
ſecurity as St. Matthew ſays, before they could poffibly be pr. "8 
vailed on to tell ſuch a Story. For is it conceivable thät 
Guard, a number of Centinels, ſhould all, openly and bold 
accuſe themſelves of ſleeping on their Poſt, a Crime that by wii 
Military Law expoſed them to Capital (2) Puniſhment, unle 
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(4) Death was the Puniſhment of this Crime both among Gre of 7 
and Romans; that it was ſo among the Greeks, 7 Meurſii Then 
Attica, lib. 2. cap. 2. the Law there quoted is this, NH-, 7 OY 
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well paid for it, and protected by ſuch as had power and intereſt 
to procure their pardon? Surely there never was a worſe con- 
rived tale than this. WOT N | 
If it had been true, and the Jeus had believed it to be ſo, it 
„not likely they would have promiſed all of them an Indemni- 

y and a R upon condition they would declare the truth, 
Mr, W. uggeſts; it is much more probable, that they would 
ave taken the common method in ſuch Caſes, and have tryed, 


— y fair promiſes and the hopes of pardon, to gain over ſome of 
11 tem to be evidence againſt the reſt : For though they had been 
po l aſleep when the Body was removed, yet it is not likely, if 


Me ſuppoſe there were but five or fix of them, that a all a- 
oke at once, in the very ſame inſtant of time; but if they had 
Wl waked together, yet ſome of them might have bore witneſs 
thus much at leaſt, * that when they waked, and found the 
Body gone, they were all equally ſurprized and frightened ; 
and thoſe very perſons who now diſown'd: the fact, did then, 
without reſerve, confeſs themſelves equally yuilty with the reſt, 
and that their pleading not guilty was the reſult of after-thought, 
in hopes to get clear for want of evidence; whereas at the time, 
every one freely blamed himſelf for his careleſsneſs and neglect 
of duty, and all entered igto joint conſultation, how to bring 


* themſelves off the beſt way they could.” Now if ſuch Depoſi- 
broln Ins had been taken, and ſome of the Soldiers had been there- 
_ tryed, convicted, and publicly executed, the Fewiſh Ac- 


> awd Wunt of the matter might then have looked a little plauſible, 
Ss would have been ſomething like proof, that the Centinels 
Were aſleep, and if that had been; proved, it would certainly 
e bred great ſuſpicion about the fact. | d 


£ 
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woul!; 

ning ( Ws the ſame among the Romans, when, through a neglett of Duty, 
findin t was entruſted to the care of a Guard was loft, appears from rho 
'OMmile of the Soldier in Petronius, cap. 72. Some thieves had been cru- 
be pr. ed, by Order of the Preſident of the Province, and a Centinel - 
that arch the bodies; one of them being ſtole: the Author ſays, Miles 


itus ſupplicium, mulieri, quid accidiſſet, exponit: nec ſe expectatu- 
Judicis. ſententiam, ſed gladio jus dicturum ignaviz ſux : But if 
th had not been the puniſhment of his crime, he would never have 
ught of killing himſelf. It matters not whether the Story was fact 
able : This we may be ſure of, the uſual ſentence in ſuch caſes was 
th; if it had not, the Story muſt have been told in another manner; 
in alluding to cuſtoms, truth muſt always be kept up, for the ſake 
robability. And though the Scene is laid at Epheſus in the leſſer 
a, yet that Country was then a Roman Province, and ſubject to 

man Governors, at the time when Petronius wrote. | A 
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terms, for ſuch was their Malice and Inveteracy, that it allowed 


might very juſtly have been afraid of the Jeu playing them a 
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At firſt ſight perhaps we may wonder, how the Soldiers durſt 
venture to take money of the Chief Prieſts, upon ſuch perillous 


them to ſtick at nothing; they had forced Pilate to Crucify Je- 
ſus againſt his Will, though he declared he found no fault in 
him; ſo that it was plain Blood and Murder would not ſtop 
them, when it was for their purpoſe; and therefore the Soldiers 


trick, and when they had once got them to own they were a- 
ſleep, have then uſed their Intereſt with the Governor, to have 
them condemned for it, upon their own Confeſſion; it is certain 
the Soldiers might very juſtly have been afraid of this, or ſome- 
thing like it, if they had given themſelves leave to think; but Mt 
ſuch ſort of . are not uſed to trouble themſelves much 
with thinking, eſpecially when there is money to be got; the 
reward promiſed them to be ſure was great, they had large mo- 
ney given them, and this was a tempting bait, which there was 
no withſtanding ; if they had been really guilty, they would have 
been more jealous and wary ; but knowing themſelves not to 
de guilty, they were under no apprehenſion of being accuſed! 
for doing what, they knew, they had not done; or if they had 
been apprehenſive of it, yet ſtill they might believe it much 
more dangerous of the two, to exaſperate the Chief Prieſts and 
Rulers by a ſtiff refuſal of their money, and an obſtinate adhe- 
rence to the truth, than to belie themſelves under a promiſe of 
protection and reward: Neither way indeed was abſolutely ſafe, 
but they might think the latter the ſafeſt, conſidering the Jeu 
were under a. neceflity of deſtroying the Credit of the Reſur. 
rection, if they would maintain their own ; and therefore, if they 
Soldiers had refuſed to accept their offer, they would probably? 
have been ſo enraged at them, that, to prevent the Reſurre&tiony 
being believed, and to be revenged on Them, both at once, 
they would have accuſed; them to Plate, and ſubborned Wit 
neſſes to ſwear to the Accuſation. Mr. V. indeed is of opiy 
nion, that, if there had been a real Reſurrection to the Aſtoniſh. 
ment and Amazement of the Watch, as it is repreſented in th. 
Goſpel, no money could ſo ſoon have corrupted them to a fa 
witneſs, being under ſuch fears of God and of Jeſut (6). Bu 
who does not know, that the Hopes and Fears of this Worle 
operate, much more (trongly, upon the minds of the generality 
Mankind, than the Hopes and Fears of the next? We have In 
ſtances every day of Men's acting againſt their Conſciences, ou F” 
of the hopes of gain, to ſerve a turn, or gratify a paſſion, %% 
avoid ſome evil or other which they are afraid of. If we loo 
into the firſt and fixth Chapters of 2 Kings, there are two Inj 


(% Pag. 21, b ſtance? 
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ſtances that hit our preſent purpoſe exactly; the Perſons con- 
cerned had all the reaſon in the world, in both caſes, to be un- 
der Fears of God and his Prophet, and yet acted directly con- 
trary to what one might reaſonably have expected from Men in 
their Circumſtances (c). But to proceed, 

If the Rulers of the Fews had really believed their own Sto- 
ry, if they had rally believed there was any Trick or Impo- 
nag, any. Theft or Fraud, why were all the proper Methods to 
detect it neglectedꝰ Why was not immediate ſearch” made after 
he ſuſpeQed Perſons ? y were not public Rewards promiſed, 
and an Indemnity publiſhed to any of the parties concerned, that 
would come in and make a Diſcovery of the reſt? Were th 
Wure that all the parties concerned in the Impoſture were 
loſely united, that none of them were to be worked on, by 

he hopes of gain, and the aſſurance of pardon, to deſert the 
auſe and divulge the Secret? They could not think ſo, if they 
delieved it an Impoſture. They knew the force of money, and 
ad tried its influence on the Perſon of Fadas, againſt Our Lord 
bimfelf. They gave money then, and ſucceeded; and why was 
ot ſomething. of this kind tryed now ? Certainly they would 
ave given any thing to have had the Fraud -proved, if it could 
ve been done: But it is plain they believed the Fact was true, 
Ind were unwilling to have it fifted into and examined, for fear 
e truth ſhould come out. When the News was brought 
Mem, they were at their wits end, their Conſciences ſmote 
em, they knew not what to ſay or do, what face to put upon 
Wings, ſo as to maintain their ground, and eſcape the ſhame 
d ſcandal of having put to death that Jaſt One, who now 
ov'd himſelf to be, what he ſaid he was, The Son of the 
oſt High God; In this hurry of Spirits, they were not at lei- 
jon Ire to ſet down, and think cooly, to contrive a plauſible Sto- 

Z ; but in their fright and confuſion, at a loſs how to colour 
it. Natters over, and ward off the blow that threatened them, from 
Js unlucky incident, before the truth came out, they oy 
tch at any thing to give a turn to the affair, and are in 
uch haſte to ſay ſomething, to prepoſſeſs the People with an 
inion of the whole buſineſs being a Cheat, that they mind not 
Bu hat they ſay, but raſhly and inconſiderately vent this nonſen- 

gal inſipid Tale. However, bad as it was, it was the only ſhift 
y thought on, and they reſolved to make uſe of it, rather than 
feſs the truth, and take ſhame to themſelves. : | 


Tc) 1f the Reader deſires fuller ſatisfattion upon this point, let him 
alt the ſecond Chapter of the Ingenious Mr. Lardner's Vindication, 
the Miracles wrought by our Saviour, on Jairus's Daughter, The Mi- 
of Naim's Son, and Lazarus, 

81 If, 
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If, after: what' has beet ſaid; we want further proof” that the 
Fewiſh Rulers really believed the ReſurreQion, though they pre- 
tended the contrary, let us enquire how they behaved towards 
the Apoſtles, both before the Day of Pemzecoft, and afterwards 
upon their preaching and publiſhing it openly in the Temple, and 


all public places. ; N 

Me learn from the Goſpel Hiſtory, that the firſt time Jeſu 
g_ to his Diſciples'in a Body, was on the firſt Day in the 
Evening, the Day on which He roſe, and the Text ſays, 24 
. Doors the place, where they aſſembled, were ſhut, for fear « 
the Jews: And again, when He made His ſecond Appearance 
eight days after, and fatisfy'd the ſcrupulous St. Thomas, it i 
ſaid, that hen Nikewiſe tbe Doors were four : This, I own, il 
plain proof of their fear and concern, that they expected ſearch} 
would be made after them, to apprehend them; and indeed thiy 
was What any reaſonable men, in their circumſtances, woul 
have expected, though it appears, by what followed, they wer 
in no danger; however, there is nothing ſurprizing in their enden 
vouring to keep out of the way, and conceal themſelves for th 
preſent; they knew what they were charged with, they knew 
the Keenneſs and Inveteracy of the Fews, and had no reaſon tw 
believe their Innocence would protect them from the greateſ 
Severities, if they fell into their hands: And befides, they wert 
not yet confirmed and emboldened, as they were afterwards, by 
the frequent repeated Appearances of their Maſter ; But when 
they had ſeen His triumphant Aſcenſion, they inſtantly too 
Courage, and during the ten Days that paſſed betwixt his Aſcen 
fion and the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, zhey were continual 
in the Temple praiſing and bleſſing God. Now if this was fad 
as I think we are led to believe it was, from what St. Lake ſay? 
at the end of his Goſpel, here were the very Men whom thi 
Fews charged as Principals in the Fraud, appearing openly ; . 
far were they from concealing themſelves, that they reſorrd 
daily to the moſt public places, and ſhewed themſelves to thi 
World, for fo many days together, without any Reſerve or Dil 
_ guiſe; and all this while no notfce taken of them, not one 0 
them, that we hear of, laid hold on, and brought before a Mi 
giſtrate, fo much as to be examined upon the fact of which 
they were accuſed: It is probable indeed they had not yet be 
gun to proclaim, ſo 3 as afterwards, the R. ſurrection 
their Maſter, and His Divine Authority, becauſe they had nd 
yet received, from on high, thoſe Powers which were to col 
firm and enforce their Teſtimony, and for which they were 
wait at Jeruſalem, till the Day of Pentecoſt. But (till, the 
were the Perſons charged with ſtealing away the Body of 9 b 
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them in bold: The next Day, they bring them before the 
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Saviour: And is it poſſible to imagine; that the; Fews ſhould 
really believe the Apoſtles had played them this. 'T rick, which 
they were at ſo much pains to prevent, and were ſenſible was 
of ſo. much conſequence, and yet be at no pains to deted the 
Impoſtors, and bring them to condign puniſhment ; but on the 
contrary, let theſe very Men, who were charged with being the 
Contrivers and M of this Fraud, appear publicly under 
their Noſes, and yet they meddle with none of them, ſo far as 
even to. quMtion them on the head? This is to me plain proof, 
that They were convinced of the Truth, that they believed they 
ſhould get nothing by an Examination, that too narrow an en- 
quiry would not mend matters, but make them worſe, that the 
Charge of Forgery would fall at laſt upon themſelves, and not 
upon the Apoſtles, and therefore it was beſt for them to let the 
Story die, if poſſible, and ask no Queſtions about it. 
But how did. they behaye afterwards, when the Apoſtles, ha- 
ving received the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, proceeded to execute 
their Commiſſion, and proclaim the Fact to the World? 
We read in the ſecond: of the Acts, that St. Peter's firſt Ser- 
mon converted three thouſand, and in the Fourth, that the num- 
ber of Believers was then about five thouſand; which increaſe 
was owing to a miraculous Cure performed, by St. Peter and 
St. John as they went up to the Temple, on the Perſon of a certain 
Man lame from his Mother's Womb: The Man was generally 
known, having been conſtantly uſed to be carried and laid at 
the Gate of the Temple, which was called beautiful, to ant 
Alms of the People as they went in, The People all filled with 
wonder and amazement at what had happened, St. Peter im- 
proves this Occaſion; and tells them, that zbrough the Name and 
Power of Feſus of Nazareth, whom they bad killed, and whom 
God had raiſed from the Dead, and of which he and St. John 
were witneſſes, was this man made whole 5 The Chief Prieſts and 
Rulers, allarmed at the effect of their preaching, and dreading 
the conſequence, come apon them with the Captain of the Tem- 
ple, while they were ſpeaking, and lay hands on them, and put 
igh/ 
Prieſt and his Aſſiſtants, where they ſtand boldly. to their Aller- 
tion, and maintain the ſame truth over again, that by the Name 
of that Feſus whom they crucified, and whom God raiſed from the 
dead, this cure was wrought. What ſay the Rulers to all this ? 
Why ſeeing the boldneſs of Peter and John, and knowing that 
they bad been with Feſus, aud perceiving they were unlearned 


aud ignorant men, and beholding the man that was healed ſtand- 


ing with them, They marvelled, and could ſay nothing; but com- 
manding them aſide, they enter into conſultation what to do in 
the 
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the affair; that a great miracle was wrought, they own, it is not 
to be denied, 8 cannot contradict any thing of what 
the A but the Queſtion is, how to prevent 
their ine from ſpreading among the People. This puzzles 
ily; but at laſt they come to a reſolution to threaten 
"ſpeak no more to any man in this name. This 
the Apoſtles are called in, and commanded ac- 
are ſo far from promiſing Obedience, that they 
inly, they cannot but ſpeak the things which t 
beard, and appeal to themſelves, whether it 
right to hearken unto them rather than unto God. Upon this 
they threaten them again, and then diſmiſs them, without doing 
any thing elſe ; not but that they would have puniſhed them, 


if they durſt, but they were afraid of the People, whoſe eyes 


now to be opened, and that reſtrained them, when the 
fear of God would -not have done it, though, it is plain, His 
Hand was vitible to them in the whole affair. But to pro- 


The Apoſtles, upon their diſmiſſion, perſiſting in the Office 
they had undertaken, and to which they were commiſſioned, 
made a mighty progreſs, their Fame grew and ſpread; this nettled 
the High Prieſt and his Party; who juſtly frighted for them- 
ſelves, at what would be the conſequence, if they could not 
ſtop their mouths, laid hold on them again, and clapt them in 
priſon; from whence God delivers them by his Angel, and or- 


L 


ders them-expreſly, to go and ſtand and ſpeak in the Temple, to © 


the People; thither they go, and here they are again ſeized, and 
brought before the Council: The High Prieſt, he is Speaker, 
and by his Speech manifeſtly betrays their Guilt and Fears, Dia 
nat we ftraigotly command 3 ſays he, bat you Ae not teac h 
3 this Name and behold ye have filled — alem with you 

Doct᷑rine, aud intend to bring this man's bleod Err #5. Theſe 
Words favor of a guilty conſcience, and his talking thus looks 


as if they were now unwilling to be thought the Authors of 
Our Lord's Death, and were deſirous to ſhift off the guilt from 


themſelves, at any rate. But St. Peter maintains his Doctrine | 


and his Charge; The God of our Fathers, ſays he, raiſed up Je- 
ſus, whom ye flow and hanged on a tree; Him has God exalted, 


and we are His Witneſſes, and ſo is alſo the Holy Ghoſt : This 
put them quite mad with rage and fury, and they reſolve to diſ- 
patch them at all adventures. When they heard this, they were 
cut to the heart, and tool counſel to fey them. x 

This ſeemed to be the general Reſolution, when up riſes Ga- 
maliel, a Phariſee, a noted Doctor of the Law, of great reputa- 
tion, and having commanded the Apoſtles to be put out, he 


makes 
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naue againſt the Reſurrection of Chriſt, Sc. 24 
makes a ſpeech to the Aſſembly; wherein, after enumerating 
ſome former Inſtances of Impoſtures which had all come to no- 
thing, He adviſes them to refrain from theſe men, leſt "m7 they 
ſhould fight againſt God, for if this counſel or work were of men, 
it — come to nought ; but if it were of God, they could not 
overthrow it : With his mild and prudent Motion they comply, 
ſo far as to quit the deſign of putting them to death, and, in- 
ſtead of ir, only beat them again, and command that they 
ſhould not ſpeak in the Name of Jeſus, and then let them go, 
without proceeding to any thing further. 

Now upon the whole, is it poſſible for any one who reads 
over, and in the leaſt conſiders, this Account of their behaviour, 


= to conceive it at all probable, that the Few: Rulers ſhould have 


believed their own Story, that the Diſciples ſtole away their Ma- 


| ſter, and that all that was reported of his- Reſurrectiom was Cheat 


and Impoſture, and at the ſame time, at ſuch a Criſis, when 
they were ſo nearly concerned to do it, when ſuch Numbers 
were giving into the deluſion, never take one ſtep to undeceive 
them, and vindicate their own allegation ? Would not any men, 
in theſe circumſtances, have tried all ways to make out what 
they believed to be the truth? Would not one expect to hear 
evidence called, of ſome ſort or other; to have had the Apoſtles 
222 and T : or at leaſt to — — Sol- 

iers ſummoned to make their appearance, icly give 
their teſtimony to what they knew of the fact? But ;nſte of 
this, there is nothing done towards detecting the Impoſture, but 


only the Diſciples are threatened, and ſcourged, and command- 
ed to ſay nothing of the matter: Certainly this looks as if they 


2 were conſcious that their own Story would not bear the tel- 


1 


ling, and that therefore they had nothing elſe leſt for it, but to 
— matters as well as they could, and ſtifle the truth if 
poſſible. 

It cannot be denied, with any color of reaſon, but that the 
Jews might have proſecuted the Diſciples as vigorouſly as they 
pleaſed, \in order to a diſcovery of the Fraud, it there had been 
any, without any hindrance from the Roman Governor; it is 
plain they were at liberty to do as they thought fit; they took 


up the Apoſtles, they beat them, they let them go, juſt as they 


had a mind, ſo that there is no appearance of Pilate's interpo- 
ſing to ſcreen the Apoſtles ; but quite the contrary. Nay, if he 
had been ſo diſpoſed, it is evident the Chief Prieſts and Rulers 


knew how to intimidate him; they would certainly have threa- 
tened him, for countenancing this Fraud of the 


; eſotrection, 
and endeavouring to protect the Authors of it, in ſome ſuch 
manner as before, when they found him inclined to releaſe jr 
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Saviour ; there would have been .the ſame reaſon, to charge 
him with a Neglect of Cæſar's Intereſts, in the one Caſe as in the 
other; and if they had done fo, it's ' reaſonable to believe it 
would have had the ſame effect upon him, and have made him 
deliver up the Apoſtles to their reſentment. A 
For Þ perſwade my ſelf it will not be pretended, that the Or- 
der Mr. V ſpeaks of, as given by Tiberius, had yet reach'd Ju- 
des: The Emperor's Command was this, Not to moleſt or call 
an queſtion the Diſciples of Jeſus; and it is ſuppoſed to have 
been ĩſſued, upon his receiving a Letter from Pilate, giving an 
Account of Our Saviour's Life and Actions, of the Miracles 
wrought by him and his Diſciples, and 1mm. him particu- 
Jarly with their Character, what ſort of Perſons they were, and 
how they behaved themſelves. In this Letter, to be ſure, Pilate, or 
whoever was the Author of it, repreſented them as honeſt inoffen 
five People, all of the lower fort, without any body of conſequence 
on their fide; who might talk indeed ſometimes of a temporal 
Kingdom, which they expected their Maſter was to erect, but 
Had no thoughts of medling to do any thing towards it them- 
ſelves, *till Chriſt ſhould come down to them again from 
Heaven, and put himſelf at their head; and that in the mean] 
time they liv'd peaceably and quietly, in ſubmiſſion to the preſent 
Government, without plotting any thing againſt it. Thus much at 
leaſt muſt have been faid, or the Emperor would never have 
been inclin'd to favor them: And it is not likely that Pilate would 
write thus, till ſome time after the Day of Pentecoſt, when 
the Apoſtles enter d Openly upon their Office, and, by the Power 
of God that was with them, having converted many thouſands, 
Inſtead of growing inſolent upon their Succeſs, or abuſing their 
Intereſt with the new Converts to raiſe diſturbance in the State, 
they all behaved themſelves with ſo much Sobriety and Mode- 
ration, as left no room for the Governor to ſuſpe& them of 
any mutinous deſign, or be in the. leaſt apprehenſive that the 
Roman Government would be endanger'd, by the Reſurrection 
of Jeſus being reported and believed. But there's no occaſion WM 
to inſiſt upon this point; for if ever there was ſuch a Letter off 
Pilate, or ſuch an Order df Tiberius, it's beyond all diſpute, 
there was no regard paid to ſuch Order, for a good while after 
the Apoſtles began their Miniſtry. - = 
If lam not very much miſtaken, there never was a groſſet 
miſtepreſentation of a Fact, than what we meet with in the paſſage? 
here refer'd to in Mr. . his fixth Diſcourſe; he there tells 
us, That Pilate for the ſake of Rule over the Fews was 2 
« Countenancer of every faction among them; and particular- 
&« ly Tiberius, upon Pilate's repreſentation of the matter, ſoon 
| ey 2 6 com- 
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made againſt the Reſurrection of Chriſt, Sc. 25 
arge % commanded that the Diſciples of Feſxs ſnould not be mo- 
n the leſted.” Theſe are his very words, and any Man upon rea- 
e it I ding them would conclude, that P:late had by Letter communi- 
cated his politicks to Tiberius, and upon his acquainting him 
that, to maintain his Rule, he countenanc'd every different Fac- 


Or- tion among the Fews, the Emperor had enter'd into his Scheme, 
Ju- ſand ſo far approv'd it, as to command, for the ſame Reaſon, 
call What the Chriſtians ſhould be countenanc'd, and the Diſciples of 


eſws not moleſted : This is the plain obvious meaning of this 


an aſſage; whereas the truth was quite otherwiſe, and Mr. V. 
acle; new it was ſo, unleſs he has found out ſome other Letter of 
ticu- MPilate to Tiberiut, beſides that on which he formerly wrote a 
and Diſſertation under the Name of Myfagogns ; for he there af- 
e, or erts point blank the contrary to what he maintains here, and 
ffen - ll the Evidence he brings to prove that there was ſuch a Let. 
ence er at all, ſhews at the ſame time what muſt have been the Con- 
poral {ents of it, viz. An Account of our Saviour's Life and Actions, 
„ but of the Miracles that he wrought, and what extraordinary things 


befel him and his Diſciples; And that if ever there was ſuch 
m Order of Tiberius in their favour, it was truly the reſult 


mean f a full Conviction that our Lord was a. Divine Perfon, 
eſent Wrvhich Conviction was ſo ſtrong upon him, that he mov'd the 
ich at Wenate to have him Deify'd, and tho“ he could not carry that 
have Point, yet he was all his Life after againſt perſecuting the Chri- 
ou tans. | 2 

when Every tittle of this Mr. . maintains in the abovemention'd 
ower Piſſertation (a), and therefore he had better have let alone ſay- 
ands, Ig any thing of it here, becauſe it only ſerves to prove him 
their ilty of the groſſeſt prevarication; for if he has alter'd his mind, 
State, Ind now thinks that Diſſertation good for nothing, he is ar- 
lode- Nuing againſt Chriſtianity from Circumſtances which, Se kxows, 
m of re nothing to the purpoſe; and if he is ſtill of the ſame opi- 


ion as when he wrote that piece, he maſt be conſcious that 
e has ſet matters in a falſe light now; and there is this un- 
ccky Circumſtance beſides , unlucky to him I mean, that he 
as furniſh'd his hated adverſaries the Clergy, with at leaſt one 
Inportant Witneſs againſt himſelf, in favor of Chriſtianity, which 
may be they would have never thought of, if he had not put 
hem in mind of it. But to proceed in our Evidence. 


If we had no other proof, Gamaliel, in his Speech before re- 
aſſage ited, ſays enough to convince any man, beyond all Contra- 
tells | 
vas 4 3 
eular- fa) Entitled, Diſſertatio de Pontii Pilati ad Tiberium Epiſtola circa 
ſoon 


s Jeſu Chriſti Geſtas, Per Myſtagogum, 
| 1 diction, 
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dition, that the Few: Council, at leaſt the Majority of them, 
believed not one fingle word of the Story they had publiſh'd 
with reference to our Lord's ReſurreQion : He was in the right 
to have the Apoſtles put out before he began; it certainly was 
not fit for them to hear ſuch a plain conceſſion in their favor; 
For what is his Argument? Refrain, ſays he, from theſe men, 
lay aſide your intended ill purpoſes: againſt them, /eſ# haply ye 
fight apainſt God, for if this Counſel or work be of God, ye cannit 
overthrow it. Now what is this Counſel or Work of which 
Gamaliel ſpeaks? Is it not the fact of Chriſt's Reſurrection? the 
truth of which the Apoſtles were by Divine Comiſſion en 
deavouring to eſtabliſh, and for aſſerting which, the Chief Prieſts 
and Rulers were ſo exaſperated at them, that they reſolved ti 
put them to death. The meaning then of his Words is this, If Gol 
has interpoſed, and done theſe great Wonders, which are rei 
ported, in the Perſon of this Man, you cannot overthrow the 
Cauſe which God eſpouſes, and therefore take heed what you 
do, for fear, if it ſhould be thus, ye ſhould fight againſt God 
But how comes it to paſs, if he believ'd it a Cheat, that he wa 
in any ſuſpence whether God was concern'd in it or not? He 
certainly knew, and this was a plain confeſſion, that the tali 
they vented in the beginning, was of their own contriving, an 
without any foundation; And his talking in this manner, wit! 
what followed upon it, is a direct proof, that the far greate 
part, then and there preſent, believed not one Syllable of the 
fact they had reported. For it is ſaid that zhey agreed to thi 
I of his, and thereupon quitted their former cruel pur "Rh 
matters not what or who Gamaliel was, whether in thi ; 
Plot with the Apoſtles, as ſome have repreſented him, or owl 
of it; be he what he would, the Argument is the ſame, for the 
were not all in a Plot with the Apoſtles; and what influeno 
could ſuch reaſoning as this poſſibly have on a ſet of Men, wha 
believed the Diſciples came by Night, and ſtole away the Bod I 
while the Soldiers ſlept? If they believ'd the Apoſtles to bi 
Cheats, it could not admit of a Debate, whether the Wo 
was of Men or of God; and they would certainly have urge 
againſt him, if they had thought it worth while to make ani 
reply to ſuch a filly Speech, that there could be no danger d 
fighting againſt God in this caſe, becauſe they knew it to be 
trick and impoſture of Men,; whereas on the contrary, they ow? 
the juſtneſs of his reaſoning, and, in part ar leaſt, come over 
his fide ; which could never have happen'd, if they had not bes 
Conſcious that all the trick and impoſture, all the lying 2 
falſhood, was on their ſide of the Queſtion. There's no 2 
38s | | countig 
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made againſt the Reſurrection of Chriſt, Sc. 27 


counting for the Reſolution they came to, in conſequence of 
GamaliePs Argument, upon any other ſuppoſition. 75 
Thus then, I think, it is evident, as evident as a thing of 
this kind can be, that the Chief Prieſts and Rulers, tho' ſo ob- 
ſtinately ſet upon oppoſing Chriſt and Chriſtianity, did yet, in 
truth and reality, believe the fact of the Reſurrection, whatever 
Pretences they made to the contrary; and if this be allowed, 
it's an undeniable conſequence, that they would, in all probabi- 
lity, have acted juſt as they did, let the Proof of the Fact have 
been what it would. . | 
After ſuch a glaring Inſtance of Men's acting in direct Con- 
tradiction to the fulleſt and ſtrongeſt convictions, it ſeems need- 
leſs to attempt a formal reply to that part of the Objection, 
which inſiſts upon the propoſing ſuch Evidence, as would have 
been ſufficient to convince them, whether they would or no. 
For we ſee the —— were convinced, whether they would or 
no, but acted, for all that, in direct oppoſition to their con- 
victions; ſo that the meaning of this demand, if it means any 
thing, muſt be this, that the Evidence ſhould have been ſuch 
as would not only have forced their Conviction, but have forc'd 
hem to a ſuitable conduct in conſequence of their Inward per- 
waſion : What ſort of evidence this muſt have been, I know 
ot; I think 1 have ſhewn, that the Evidence propos'd in the 


hey really believed it; but then it was as reaſonable to expect 
hem, upon ſuppoſition of their Conviction in one way, as of 
heir Conviction in another; for their Fears muſt be the reſult of 
heir Conviction, and of nothing elſe; and therefore, ſuppoſing 
hem convinc'd, no matter how, if they were not ſo frighted ; 
if they were under the influence of paſſions and prejudices 


ſtrong enough to overbalance their Fears, or draw off their At- 


ention, ſo as to prevent their making, and weighing thoſe con- 
luſions, which ſober minds would have come to upon a Con- 
iCtion ; in theſe Circumſtances, it's reaſonable to think, that their 


* paſſions and prejudices would have had the ſame effect, in 


hateyer way they had been convinced, But there's little oc- 


7 caſion to argue this Point, wy is ſupported by daily expe- 
& þ 2 


rience: 


— 
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28 An Enquiry into the Force of the Objetfion. 


rienee: We have frequent examples of Men's. Faith and Prac- 
tice running directly counter, to each other, in matters of the 
laſt importance; and if we had not this ſurpriſing Inſtance, in 
the caſe of the Fews, which we have been now conſidering, 
yet there are others enough upon record, of this very People 
to put the thing beyond all diſpute. (a/ | 
In ſhort, it is certainly true, that when the evidence of a Fad 
or Propoſition riſes to a certain Pitch, if then our Paſſions and 
-Prejudices are ſo hong and predominant, that tho' the Evi 
dence convinces our Ju gment, and engages our Aſſent, yet i 
does not iucline us to act in ſuch manner, as in reaſon we ought 
upon ſuch a belief; when this is the caſe, it's highly probable, 
not to ſay abſolutely. certain, that no Evidence would be ſuffi 
cient, to maſter the force of our vicious habits and prepoſlefiians; 
And this I take to be the true meaning of that Expreſſion off 
out Saviour, in the Parable of Dives and Lazarus, Thoſe why 
hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither will they be perſuaded 
abo one roſe from the dead. | 
But waving what has been offer'd upon this Head, that our 
Adverſaries may have no room to complain, let us ſet aſide 
what has been now ſaid, to ſhew that it is probable an alteration 
in the Evidence would have made no alteration. in the Conduct 
of. the Jeus; And ſuppoſe the clean contrary, and then u) 
what will be the conſequence of ſuch a Suppoſition. Suppoſe 
then that our Lord had ſhewn himſelf publicly after his Re- 
ſurrection, as it is ſaid be ought, and that ſuch an Appearance 
had made ſo deep an Impreſſion on the minds of all the Peo. 
„that they had unanimouſly believ'd in him, and received 
im as their Meſſiah; yet till, I aſſert, they would have been 
very far from embracing true genuine Chriſtianity, upon the 
real plan of it. As for the Scribes and Phariſees, the Chief 
Prieſis and Rulers, it is my opinion, they would never have 
received and owned him as the Meſſiah upon any terms, 2 
long as it was poſſible for them to avoid it. For rang I 
how matters ſtood betwixthim and them; That He had inveighe 1 
ainſt them and their whole Conduct, and all their darling 
Prix ciples and Practices, with the greateſt warmth and eagerneſs, 
thro? the whole Courſe of his Miniſtry ; and They, in return, had 
treated him with all the Contempt and Cruelty, that Rage and 
Malice could invent; in theſe Circumſtances, for their own 
Intereſt and Safety, they would certainly, to the utmoſt of their Þ 


| 


() See the ſecond Chapter of Mr. Laydner's Vindication before n. 
ferred to. | | # 
2 power, 
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made againſ the Reſurrection of Chriſt, Cc. 29 
er, have oppoſed. the acknowledging his Title to a Cha- 
Putter, which, — —— hen opiniono — Nation, 
ve him a right to zovereignty,. and con tly would 
— bag 1m tne into the hands of a: Perſon, under 
whom the leaſt they could expect, was to be immediately dif. 
ed, and turned ont of all employment. However, Mr. V. 
— think that they and the whole People would have re- 
ceived him as their Meſſiah; he tells us, p. 16. It was the condi- 
tion f the oy . that I roſe — — in the 
preſence of the Chief Priefts upon their opening of the Se- 
<> rw at the time ated, then he was to he acknowleds'd to 
be the Meſſiah; this was the teſt they had fixed on whereby to 
Nuy his Meſſiahſhip. And p. 22. he ſays, that A Manifeſtatiom of 
BS Chriſt riſen: afterwards to the Chief Prieſts would have been e- 
= quivalent to their preſence at, and fight of: the Miracle. So 
that it is his opinion, that if Chriſt: had appeared publicly, the 
Fews would have ftond to the condition upon their part, and 
have own'd him for their Meſſiah: Be it fo, I ſhall not diſpute 
it with him; But if the People had received him as the Mefſiah, 
it muſt: undoubtedly have been according to their own notions 
and expectations about that Perſoon | 
= What-thoſe were is well known, that they expected the Meſ- 
ca to erect a temporal Kingdom, and not only deliver them 
from a ſtate of Slavery and Subjection, but on his Con- 
aueſts over the whole Earth, and reduce all the Nations of it to 
Nis Obedience. This was an Expectation calculated to flatter 
Ie Pride and Vanity of any People, but particularly of this, 
ho had been long uſed to conſider themſelves: as the ſpecial 
Favourites of Heaven, and look down with an inſolent Con- 
Nempt upon the reſt of Mankind; to a People of this Com- 
je Plexion the Yoke of Servitude muſt be exquiſitely gauling, and 
c is no wonder they gladly and generally cheriſhed a Perſwaſj - 
n, that the time would come, when they, in their turn, ſhould 
e cven with their Conquerors, and reign over thoſe who at 
preſent had the Maſtery over them; this was a pleaſing thought; 
u the Paſſions of human Nature conſpir'd to perfwade them, 
What this delightful Dream would ſhortly be a Reality; this they 
eere firmly convinc'd of, and their Hopes were at the higheſt 
Huſt about this time: Now, if at this Crifis our Lord had ſhewn 
imſelf publickly in Feraſalem, riſen from the dead the third 
ir Way after his Crucifixion, and the People had been generally per- 
A'waded of the Truth of ſo miraculous an Event, and, in conſe- 
*Muence of their Conviction, had concluded him to be the Deli- 
erer they. look'd for; there would have been no ſach thing. as 
eeping them within any bounds, they. would no longer — 
ept 
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both our Place and Nation: And their ſolliciting Pilate with ſo 


« the Character of the Mefliah they expected, which would ef- 
4 ffctually have prevented all Confuſion ; He was to be their 


ſhould come into the World: Upon which our Lord perceiving 


30 - An Enquiry into tbe Forte of the Objettion' 
> any terms with their Maſters, but immediately have thrown 
all obedience to the Romanus. | 

This, I verily think, would have been the Caſe. And the MW 
Chief Prieſts and Rulers were of the fame Opinion; upon 
occaſion of ſome extraordinary Miracles which Chriſt wrought 
in his Life time, they expreſsly declare their apprehenſions, #bat 
do me:? For this Man does many Miracles, if we ſuffer him to go 
on, all Men will believe on him, and the Romans will take aw 


* 


much eagerneſs for a Guard, with what they ſay upon that oc- 
caſion, is a plain Proof that they thought it of the laſt Impor- 
tance to prevent the Diſciples from way away the Body, and 
ſhews clearly, they were afraid, if any ſuch thing ſhould happen, 
and the People be made to believe he was riſen, that all would 
immediately be in an uproar, and it would be impoſſible to 
hold them in from committing the - greateſt Extravagancies, 
But perhaps it may be ſaid, there was a Circumſtance in 


0 General and Commander, they were to fight under his En- 
<« figns, and he was to put himſelf voluntarily at their Head to 
4 conduct them to Victory and Triumph; and therefore if 
4 Chriſt had not done ſo, there would have been no ſtir ot 
puſtle, all would have been quiet. Nas; 
Now there is one Inſtance in the Goſpel of St. John, which is 
to end all Diſputeupon this point: We are there told that 

upon our Saviour's feeding five thouſand Men, with five Loaves 
and two ſmall Fiſhes, they who had ſeen the Miracle, come in- 
ſtantly to this Conclufion, This is of a truth that Prophet which 


that they would come and take bim by force to make him a King, 
had nothing elſe left for it, but to retire, and get ont of the 
way; for there is no ſuch thing as talking a mad Populace inol 
reaſon when under the Influence of a frantic Conceit : St. Mat- 
them likewiſe informs us, that Jeſus, after working a Miracle 
of the ſame ſort, when he was retired, and got off with his 
Diſciples, begun to ask them what was the general Opinion 
about him, what they could gather, from the courſe of their 
Obſervation, that the People thought of him; upon which they 
tell him that ſome ſaid He was John the Baptiſt, others that He? 
was Elias, and others that He was one of the old Prophets riſen 
again: But, ſays our Saviour, whom ſay ye that I am? St. Peter 
immediately anſwers, the Chriſt of God. This was right. But 
what ſays our Saviour to it? He directly gives them a ffri# 7 
Commandment not to tell any Man that thing. But why? The 
; 1 | reaſon ® 
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made aguinſi the Reſurrection of Chriſt, &c. 41 


reaſon follows, becauſe the Son of Man muſt ſnffer many thing 
o- 


and be rejected, &c. Whereas if the Fews conceived this 
tion of him, he would be fo far from ſuffering, or being reje&- 
ed, as it was expedient he ſhould be, that the People would ſet 
him at their Head, and make him a N whether he would or 
no. Here then we have Chriſt's own Teſtimony in favour of 
my Aſſertion; and indeed there is no likelyhood, that the People 
would have ſcrupulouſly adhered to every ſingle Circumſtance 
in the Character of the Meſſiah, as they had pre-conceived it, or 
have made any Diſtinction, if he had been but among them, 
betwixt His leading them, and their hurry ing Him along with 
them whither they had a mind. 
And from this Account of things we are helped to a reaſon 
for the Conduct of Providence, in not permitting the Apoſtles 
to enter upon their Commiſſion, and openly proclaim the Re- 
ſurrection of their Maſter, till after his Aſcenſion, and for not 
communicating, till then, thoſe Powers from on high, which 
were to accompany their Teſtimony; for if ſuch Numbers had 
been convinced, as we find there were, directly, upon the Preach- 
ing of the Apoſtles, and they had owned him as the Meſſiah, and 
our Lord had been then upon Earth, or they had believed he 
was, the firſt Queſtion would have been, Where is He? And 
their firſt Buſineſs, to find him out if poſſible; and, in all likeli- 
hood, a general uproar among them would have been the con- 
ſequence of their Conviction: The out- cry would have been 
preſently raiſed, The Meſſiah is among us, and we are in queſt of 
Him; and Multitudes would have inſtantly joined themſelves to 
the firſt Converts; for when a tumult is once raifed, be the oc- 
cation of it what it will, in a populous City, there is no know 
ing where it will ſtop, ſo catching is the Infection, and eſpeci- 
ally when the Cry, that is given out, hits the Humour and coin- 
cides with the Pafſions of the People; which would have been 
the Caſe here. In theſe Circumſtances, it would have been 
equally dangerous for Chriſt to have ſhewn himſelf, or abſcond- 
ed; if He had appeared, they would have proclaimed him King ; 
and if He had continued' to abſcond, they wovld have fallen 
foul on the Apoſtles-as a Set of Deceivers, who told them of 
a Meſſiah that was not to be found, and wrought Miracles to de- 
lude them, by the Power of the Devil. | 

Contidering and judging of things upon the Principles of 
human Reaſon, this ſeems to be a natural Account of what 
would really have happened, and, according to all the Views 


we can have, the belt way to prevent it, was to let our 


Lord be firſt aſcended, before his Mefſiabſhip was publicly 
preached ; that ſo having:no Proſpect, at preſent, of getting him 
among 
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Notion of a temporal Kingdom made ſd eſſential a Part of their 


this Article, I will not pretend to ſay poſitively what Concluſion 


za n Enquiry into the Force of the Objection 
among them, they might not think of ereQing a temporal Do- 
a at this JunQure, but defer it to ſome properer-Seafon: 
And it is certain they were for a great while fully perſwaded, that 
ſuch a Seaſon would come, ſome time or other. How long 
the Fewiſþ Converts to Chriſtianity continued in the Belief of 
a temporal Kingdom to be erected by the Meſſiah, I know not; 
but the Opinion was not confined to them only, it ſpread it felf 
among the Gentiles likewiſe, and ſuch an ExpeQation of Chriſt's 
reigning upon Earth ſtill ſubſiſts, — — few of us even a 
ws. though a little varied from what was then the Opinion 
mne FEWS. | kJ 

It is to no purpoſe to ſay, © that our Saviour might have appear- 
ed, and all theſe Extravagancies have been prevented, even tho 
ce the People had univerſally received him, if he had but acquaint-. 
ci ed them that they were miſtaken in their Opinion about him, and 
given them a true Account of himſelf, and the Errand that he 
25 122 5 upon: For it is evident, as I have already ſhewn, that, 
in H 


ment, all he could ſay to them would not do. The 


Idea of the Meſſiah, and was fo cloſely united to the found off 
that Word, that it was next to impoſſible for them to ſeparate 
the two, or hear the one, without inſtantly thinking of the 
other alſo; If then He had told them plainly, that He had no 
deſign of interpoſing in temporal matters; that His Commiſſion 
was of quite another nature, and that they muſt lay aſide vt 

ation of a temporal Deliverance by his means; if he had 
dealt thus plainly with them, and they believed him upon 


they would have come to about him; whether they would have 
thought he was Fohn the Baptiſt, or Elias, or one of the oli 
Prophets riſen again, or the like; or whether they would have 
rejected him altogether as a Deceiver, who performed Wonder: 
by a Communication with Beelzebub: But whatever they hal 
thought of him, this 1 am ſure of, they would never have con- 
ceived him to be the Meſſiah: And yet it was highly expedient, 
if they received him at all, that they ſhould believe him to be 
that Prophet, and not look for another; that ſo they might not be 
continually liable, as they had been, to Impoſture and Delufion 8 
but live quietly and peaceably, obſerving all that our Saviour 
had taught and commanded them; but of this there could have 
been no ſecurity, if they had expected another Meſſiah after him; 
for if any Deceiver had ariſen among them, and ſet up in a waj 
reeable to their Notions and ExpeCtations, they would proba - 
bly have followed him, and quite and clean forgot all the Pre. 
cepts and Inſtructions of Feſas, 1 
| (4 
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be made againf the Reſurrection of Chriſt, Ge. 33 
afon: It is very remarkable, how warily and gradually Our Lord 


|, that I proceeded with the Diſciples and Apoſtles themſelves, ho be- 
long Mlieved him to be the Meſſiah, and for a long while expected the 
ief of Mivery fame things from him, that the Fews did from their Mei- 
7 not; fh; How he opened himſelf to them in ſome things, Step by 
it ſeu WStep, and wholly concealed others from them, rn, 3 they were 
hriſt's Who: able 0 bear them. As long as he continued with them, a 


Ven 
— hings they ſay to him is, Lord, wilt thou at this time reſtore the 
ingdom to Iſrael? What is His Reply? Ie it not for you to 

u the Times and the Seaſons. Inſtead of taking occation from 

Pence to explain himſelf to them upon that Head, he chuſes to 
int. Jeave them in ſuſpence. He knew, if he ſhould then make a full 

Diſcovery to them, how things were to be conducted, it would 

de a great Diſappointment, and could not but know what Ef- 

ect luch a Diſappointment would have upon them: A former 
ne which they met with, vi. that. of his being crucified con- 
rary to their Expectation, tho” he had warned them of it be- 
orehand over and over, ſunk their Spirits to ſuch a degree, and 

vrought fo upon them, that they gave up all for gone, and e- 
en concluded him to be an Impoſtor ; as might eaſily be ſhewn, 

chere was occaſion for it. All things therefore conſidered, he 

Fought it beſt to decline giving them a direct Anſwer, and in- 

Mead of it, promiſes them, that in a few Days they "ſhould be 
Indued with Power from on high, and in the mean time orders 

em back to Jeruſalem, there to wait, till this ſhould happen. 

The chief Reaſon perhaps, why ſuch an Order was' given 

em, was this, That thoſe who were the greateſt Enemies of 
briſt and his Followers, might be Witneſſes to the Miracle 

rought on the Perſons of the Apoſtles; but I cannot help 

Sinking there was another Reaſon beſides, which moved Our 

WFaviour, jointly with the other, to command them not to ſtir 
om Feraſalem, "till they had received the Powers he ſpoke of: 

uch'd, as no doubt they were, upon the ſight of Chriſt's tri- 

I mphant Aſcenſion, and in all probability concluding nothing 

(s than that he was gone to fetch Succours from above, to e- 

abliſh him on his Throne, they might have been in danger, thro” 


mpt, much to the prejudice of kg nay if they had not 

Ween ſeparated from the main Body of the Brethren, and ſent 
rait back into the City, into the midſt of their Enemies, where 
e Fear they were in of the Fews might keep them a little in 
we, be a ballance to their Hopes and Paſſions, and incline 
em to wait quietly for a few Days, 'till they ſaw what became 
f their Maſter's Promiſes. But 


emporal Kingdom ran conſtantly in their Heads; one of the laſt - 


Suman Frailty, in this Interval, before the Deſcent of the Holy | 
Phoſt upon them, of undertaking ſome raſh inconfiderate At-, 
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dut fixing the T ime, leaves them at liberty to apply what he ſa, 


Meſſiah; and conſequently it was neceſſary he ſhould be pte 


34 An Enquiry into the Force of the Objection 
But let us ſee how Matters were m afterwards, When 
the Apoſtles bad received the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, and, un 
der His Direction, began to publiſh boldly the ReſurreQion of 
Jeſus, and preach his Meſſiahſhip to the Fews: We do no 
find that they told them in expreſs terms, That they were to 
give up all Hopes of the Meſſiab's ever doing any thing for then 
in a temporal way, as they had groundleſly hay ow No; 
this had been ſaid, I dare ſay none of them would have owne 
him as the Meſſiah, for this was a thing that, according to al 
their Notions, they could never have conceived; and therefore 
if we may be allowed to gueſs at the Reaſons of the Divint 
Conduct, from the Temper of the Fews, and the method ui 
proceeding with them, it ſeems eaſy to account for St. Peter 
addreſſing them in the manner which he did in the $0 of th 
As, without entering into a particular Detail of Circum : 
ſtances, acquainting them, in general Terms, of a future Even 
which would certainly happen, and which, at that Inſtant, the 
might apply and interpret, if they pleaſed, in their own way 
When the time of Refreſhing (ſays he) ſhell come from the Pr: 
ſence of the Lord, He will ſend Feſus, who before was preach 
unto Tow: He tells them indeed, that the Heaven muſt receinW; 
bim, till the time of the Reſtitution of all things, of which G 
had ſpoken by the Mouth of his Prophets; but he does not tel 
them how long it will be to this Time; he does not ſay that i 
will not be *cill the laſt Judgment, or near it, when the falneſs 
the Gentiles ſhall be brought in, aud Iſrael be converted and ſaved 
but only in the general that it will be, tho* not yet, and, with 


12 
irl 


0 


upon the Return of the Meſſiah, in a ſenſe agreeable to their o 
Notions and ExpeQations about him: the time of Refreſhing, au 
of the Reſtitution of all things, they would probably underſtan 
to be a Time when the Meſſiah ſhould appear again in their . 
vour, to execute what was not yet accompliſhed, to deliver thei: 
from their preſent Subjection and Dependency, and raiſe them 
a ſtate of Sovereignty and Dominion above what they ever «i 
joy'd; the Words would admit of this Acceptation, and I ai 
apt to believe they took them ſo. 9 
Thus far then I think is clear, that it was expedient for ti 
Jes, if they received Our Lord at all, to receive him as the 


Pos'd to them under that Character; and if there was no likely 
hood of their receiving him when fo propos'd, unleſs they wer "Mi 
allowed to conceive of him in ſome meaſure agreeably to thel 2 


4, St. Paul expreſſes himſelf to the Romans, Cap. xi. 25, 26. 1 


made againſt the Reſurrection of Chriſt, &c. 35 


od Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions, as to the worldly Advantages 
hey expected from him; and if it was the moſt rational way of 
roceeding in this, as in all other caſes, to gain the main Point 
irſt, and endeavour afterwards, as opportunity otter'd, to cor- 
ect their Miſtakes, and remove their Prejudices, by degrees; if 
is be allowed, it will appear, that there could not be a better 
ray taken, than what was, to propoſe Our Saviour to them 
nder that Character, and, as far as poſſible, prevent all Incon- 
eniencies. For, ſuppoſe he had appear'd openly and publicly in 
feruſalem, after his Reſurrection, in the Character ot the Meſ- 
ah, and been owned and confeſſed as ſuch, and, to prevent 
onfuſion, had interpoſed his Authority with the People, and en- 
Woined them to commit no Diſorders; yet it was impoſſible for 
perſou to reſide, tho” but for a few Days, among them in that 
iracter, without the Roman Governor's taking Umbrage at 
for the Multitude would certainly have followed him where- 
ver he went, Men of all ranks would have been crowding to 
nake their Court to him; and if, to guard againſt all Events, the 
Preſident of the Province had given Orders to ſeize on Feſws, 
he Fews would undoubtedly have protected their Meſſiah, and 
che heat of their Reſentment, to revenge ſuch an Indignity 
ﬀer'd to their King and Nation, have run to. Arms diregly, 
id renounced all future Subjection to the Romans. | 

But let us ſtretch our Fancy, and ſuppoſe, that Jeſut upon his 
oming out of the Grave, in the preſence of the Chiet-Frieſts and 
Mulers, and all the People, to prevent the ill Conſequences of 
is continuing upon Earth, had aſcended ftreight towards Hea- 
Wen in their fight ; and, when he was got out of their reach, had 
Sith an audible Voice addreſſed them, and himſelf been the 
reacher of his Meſſiahſhip; That, to lay their Paſſions, and pre- 
ent their immediately running into Mutiny and Rebellion, he 
ad told them expreſly that he was now going to leave them; 
Met probably he would have ſubjoined ſome qualifying Circum- 
tance, much to the ſame purpoſe with what St. Peter ſaid, that 
hen the time of Refreſhing or Reſtitution came, he would then 
ear again; ſomething of this kind was expedient to be faid. 
ow ſuppoſe that Matters had been thus conducted, and the 
hole Nution, Prieſts and People, moved with this -pompous 
anner of Proceeding, anſwerable to their Conceptions of the 
eſſiah, had received Him as ſuch: If a few Days after the 
Aſcenſion, the Holy Ghoſt had deſcended on ſome of them, as 
e did on the Apoſtles, and they had all been confirm'd in a Be- 
' Wief of Jeſus being their Meſſiah, had publicly declared him to 
be ſo, and with one Voice united in confidently reporting the 
FFaQs of his Reſurrection and r and had 3 
. | 2 ito 


—— 


„An Enquiry into the Force of the Objection 
ſtood to the Truth of them, What muſt the Romans hay 
thought when they received an Account of this Affair? Having 
been informed, from good hands, what the Fews expected of thei 
Meſſiah; how uneaſy under a foreign Yoke; and how diſpoſet 
to revolt, and ſhake it eff; they would have conſidered the Whole 
as à Contrivance of the Chiet-Prieſts and Rulers, the politic an 
imntriguing Heads of the Nation, to try the Humours, to raiſt 
the Paſſions, and keep up the Spirits of the People, 'till ſome Pla 
they had on foot againſt the Rowan Government ſhould be rip 
for Execution. Ban 

No doubt the Romans would have ſuſpected a Plot, and hay 
believed that the Men of Power and Intereſt, of Credit and 
Dignity in the State, had formed a Deſign to raiſe a Rebellion 
for conſidering how the People were prepared, that they were al 
perſwaded they had ſeen their Meffiah, and buoy'd themſelveyi 
up With the Promiſe made to them of his returning; it was n. 
- tural to apprehend-that the Contrivers and Managers of thii 
Affair intended, as ſoon as Meaſures were duly concerted, te 
lay hold oy: — pubic Occaſion, when the People were al 
ſembled in great Numbers, to produce ſome Perſon or other 
whom they would preſent to them as their Meſſiah returneiſ 
and whom they had properly inſtructed for that purpoſe ; of 
elſe, which perhaps might anſwer their end as well, aſſure then 
that the Meſfiah had appeared to them, and given them Order 
to acquaint his People, That it was his Will and Pleaſure they 
ſhould immediately begin an Attack upon their Enemies; and Hi 
Himſelf would ſhortly be with them: It was natural, I ſay, fo 
the Romans to have ſuſpected ſomething of this. kind; and tho 
ſome time had paſſed without any Attempt being made again 
the kntereſt of the Empire, yet they would certainly have cons 
cluded that it was deſign'd, and that the only Reaſon why no 
thing had been done was, becauſe the Conſpirators were nol 
ready. No Proteſtations, on the part of the Fews with reſpech 
to their peaceable Intentions, would have been regarded; the 
Romans would have thought their Suſpicions too well foundeſ 
to be removed by fair Speeches, and formal Declarations of Du 
ty and Submiſſion, which they would have conceived as intend 
ed only to lull them into a fatal Security, and gain Time 'til 
their Enemies had ſtrengthen'd themſelves, and prepared mat 
ters for a Revolt. No account would have been made at Rm 
of the Miracles which the Fews talk'd of; their own Intereſt? 
and an eager Defire to maintain their Power and Authority ov“ 

a conquer d Nation, would have quickly helped them to a Solu- 
tion, by reſolving all into Fraud or Magic, by means of which, tte 
Heathen Nations then, as well as others fince, believed that ven ! 

wonderful things might be perform'd. Under 
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h Under theſe Apprehenſions, Orders would have been preſent- 
Javingy iy diſpatched into the neighbouring Provinces, for Forces to 
F then march into Judæa to-ſupprets the growing Rebellion, and ſtri& 
poſe} Command given, to ſecure all the Perſons of moſt weight and 
ho influence in the Country; the Conſequence of which muſt have: 
ic ani been. this, that the Fews perceiving what Preparations were ma- 
rail king} againſt them, and concluding that their. Nation was markꝰd 
e Pla out for. DeſtruQion, would have thought it high time to ſtand 
e rips upon their Defence. 40 3 
The Men of Power, dreading the Reſentment: of the Ko- 
| hau mant, would have armed the People to oppoſe them; and the 
t an People, enrag'd at an Attempt (as they would have thought it) 
Illion to make them Slaves entirely, would have readily followed: the 
ere Direction of their Rulers ; and no doubt but all Sorts would 
ſel vel have comforted themſelves: with a Perſuaſion, that the Meſſiah 
as na would appear for their Deliverance, when unjuſtly attacked, 
F th and reduced to theſe: Extremities. Thus a War would have 
ed, been begun, a Struggle, muſt have commenced betwixt the two 
re a Nations; for the Maſtery; and whatever had been the iſſue of the 
other Conteſt, true Chriſtianity muſt, in all _likelyhood, have unavoid- 
arnediably bled to Death, through the Wounds it would have received 
e; in that Quarrel; for if the Roman had ſucceeded, Chriſtianity 
then muſt have ſunk with the Jewiſh State and Nation; and if the 
ör der Fews had ſucceeded, . tho? the Meſſiah had not appeared, they 
they would have argued from their Succeſs that He was virtually, 
1d H tho? not perſonally, preſent, among them, and ſatisfying: them- 
y, fo ſelves with this Diſtinction, have proceeded in their Scheme of 
1 tho Nerecting a Fifth Monarehy. 
gain | 
— : IV. After what has been ſaid, there's but little Occafion to 
y no enlarge upon the Fourth thing propoſed, viz. To ſhew, that 
e no ſuppoſing. Chriſt had appeared publicly, let the Manner of his Ap- 
eſpedpearing have been what it would, there would, notwithſtanding, 
; the with reſpect to the Gentile World, have been full as many, if 
unde, not more and greater Difficulties and Objections againſt Chriſtia- 
Du nity, than there are, or were, in the way that things were ma- 
end ed. And beſides, this Point has been ſo well and fully hand- 


In 
e till Jed in the Pamphlet before mentioned at the beginning of this 
mat: Diſcourſe; that it is quite needleſs to dwell long upon this Par- 
= ticular; and therefore I ſhall be very brief upon this Head, and 
gay no more than is abſolutely neceſſary to bring the Argument 
Jo a fair Conclufion. 
Waving then all other Conſiderations, let us ſee how Matters 
be would have look'd to the reſt of the World, upon any of the fol- 


1 lowing Suppoſitions. tp 
i 7 


38 An Enquiry into the Force of the ObjeStio 
Hr, Suppoſe that our Lord had ſhewn himſelf openly to the 
— the Jou had for all that continued — to re- 
—— Whit tuft the 'reſt of the World have thought about 
the Affulr, if they had thought it worth their while to think at 
all about it? Here are the Apoſtles, upon one fide, aſſerting poli- 
tively that their Maſter ſhewed himſelf ly, and 'the Fews, 
upon the other, 'as-poſitively denying the fact, or at leaſt affirm- 
ing, that there was indeed a Perſon appeared, who called himfelf 
by the ſame Name, and was — . — him, but was found 
upon enquiry not to be the ſame. hat muſt diſtant Nations 
have thought, what Concluſion could they have come to, from 
= contradictory Evidence, this Oppoſition of Witneſſes? 
gain, 


Suppoſe the F4ws had univerſally received our Saviour as 


the Meſſiah, ' according to their Notions of the Meſſiah, which 
I have'ſhewn'they muſt have done, if they had received him 
at all; what would have been the Conſequence? In all pro- 
bability 'it would have occafioned a War betwirt them and 
the Romans; this I think is the natural and direct Conſequence, 
and if ſo, the whole Affair would have been ſet in a political 
Light, and look'd upon merely as a Contrivance to ſpirit up 
the Nation to a revolt, and under the ſpecious Name of Li- 
berty, forward and ſupport the ambitious deſigus of ſome aſpi- 
ring Men. Thus it would have look'd to the People, in other 
Countries, then alive, and in this ſhape it would have appeared 
— hs all poſterity. Nay, tho* an open Rupture had been 
prevented by the timely- precaution 'of the Romans, or the 
timorouſneſs of the Fews, yet ſtill the whole Story of our 
Saviour would have been conſidered as a Stratagem, cunning- 
ly deviſed, to raiſe the Paſſions and try the Humor of the 
Nation, by fome Perſons who underhand were meditating a 
revolt. And thus Chriſtianity would have been reprefented as 
a Plot to undermine the Government; whereas in the way 
that things were ordered, there could be no ſuſpicion of ai 
Plot, becauſe the cunning intriguing Heads were all upon the 
other fide of the Queſtion: | | 

But laſtly, ſuppoſe the whole Body of the Nation had em- 
braced Chriſtianity upon the true real plan of it, which, I think, 
it's certain they never would have done, yet heir embracing 
x, would of it ſelf have been a powerful Argument with the 


reſt of the World, for them to reje& it as not worth theif 3 
Notice. For it is well known how the Fews ſtood in the 


opinion of the reſt of Mankind; their general Chara ter was 


that of a proud, obſtinate, particular, unaccountable People, 4 


who deſpiſed all the reſt of the World, and conſequently = 
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made agaixſt the Reſurrection of Chriſt, Ge. 39 | 


the fate they deſerved, were deſpiſed by all the reſt in theit turn: 
And we may leaye any one to judge, whether ſuch a People's 
receiving a NoQrine would have been any recommendation to 
others to embrace it. 5 p to 

Toremove the Difficulties, which thoſe, who call for ſtronger 
evidence in proof of Chriſtianity, are neceſſarily involved in, they 
may poflibly after all recur to Almighty Power, and argue, That 
fince God has the Hearts of all Men in his Hands, and can 
turn them which way he pleaſes, the ObjeQions raiſed againſt 
their Scheme, are no Reaſons why it ſhould not have been fol- 
lowed ; becauſe Infinite Wiſdom could have contrived a way, 
which Almighty Power conld have executed, to bear down 
all the Prejudices of mankind, and force their Aſſent to the 


as 
ich truth, in ſpite of all their paſſions and prepoſſeſſions: But if 
vim this is a ſufficient ſolution to the Difficulties urged againſt their 
ro. Scheme, it is certainly full as good an one to the ObjeQions 
and brought againſt us; For tha' we own and confeſs, that nothing 
ce, is too hard for Infinite Wiſdom, and Almighty Power to ac- 
ical complith ; and are far from aflerting, that God cannot, if He 
up | pleaſes, act in an irreſiſtible manner upon the Minds, the Wills, 
Li. and Affections of His Creatures, yet, if the difficulties upon 
ſpi- WF their fide be but equal to the difficulties upon Ours, we may 
her ſafely defy them to ſhew ea reaſon, why God, or indeed any 
red rational Agent who had determined to ad, or interpoſe in an 
een affair of any kind, ſhould change ane method of proceeding for 
the another in no reſpect preferable. _ *, 
our Upon the whole, the Foundation of our Religion, our 
ng- Lord's Reſurrection J mean, ftandeth ſure and unſhaken, in 
the WY ſpite of all that's urged to the contrary, in the Objection I have 
gall been now conſidering; For if the Evidence, on which our Faith 
| as is built, was and is ſufficient to convince any ſober unpreju- 
way diced Perſon ; if, this being ſo, neither Fews then had, nor we 
f a now have, any right or reaſon to deſire more; And tho? more 
the bad been given, if the Jews would, notwithſtanding, have ei- 
ther acted juſt the ſame part they did, or elſe it they had 
em- teceived Feſws as the Meſſiah, have done it in a way agreeable 
ink, to their own Notions and Expectations about that Perſon; And 
ing ll lattly, If the difficulties and obje&ions againſt Chriſtianity, in- 
the ſtead of being diminiſhed, would have been rather multiplied and 
heiß! increaſed upon the Scheme propoſed; If this be a true Account 
the Jof things, there can be no difficulty in the Gircumſiance menti- 
was ned by St. Peter, that Chriſt ſnewed himſelf after His Reſur- 
ple, tection to ſome and not to others, #9 Choſen Hitneſſes, and nor 
met 79 «ll the People. 
the « 
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ui un ul Forge, & 
Ad nom perhaps it might not be amiſs, to make ſome Re 

6 marks upon the Manner in which the preſent Controverſy hat 
been managed ; but as I have already exceeded the Bounds”! 
at firſt * my ſelf, I ſhall ſay nothing of the infipid Drol- 

| , and irleſque that has been made uſe of, upon this 

Oeckaſionz nor enter into an Bhquiry how far it may be proper to 

introduce Raillery and Ridicule into Religious Controverſies; 

But this I am ſure of, and it deſerves our Notice, being ſupported 

by the Abthority of that great Maſter of Wit (a), whom ſo ma. 

ny have miſtaken, and therefore -ankwardly mimicked, That 
Buffoonery ought to be excluded from every Argument; and be. 
fore we take upon us to laugh out aloud at the Practice or Opinion; 
of others, we thould try matters by ourſelves, and ſee whether they 
will bear a Laugh. For, as He juſtly obſerves, Ridirule can 

1 never lie againſt Reaſon ; and He who laughs wrong, 1s himſelf ri. 

"ti Acala, and bears 4 double fhare of Ridicule (b). So that this 
| Point all Sides are agreed in, however widely they may differ in 


wi other matters, That as it is the Mark of a weak Mind, to believe 
1 n Enquiry, 4 it is che diſtinguiſhing Badge of a Fool to 
13 gh without Reaſon. 1:45 
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„ (a) Lord Shafttsbary, © (65) See Letter concerning Enthuſiaſm, 


p. 11. | Eſſay on Wit and Humour, Part 2. Sect. I, P. $3. and Part 4. 


eck. 3. P. 149. 


